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zeal had alienated the Catholic League; his ambitions
had alarmed the princes; the depredations of his
armies had alienated the people; his insolence and
independence had exasperated the Emperor. So in
the very month in which Gustavus landed, Wallen-
stein was dismissed. His army was in part disbanded;
in part transferred to the command of Tilly. The
consequence was disaster to the Catholic cause. In
September 1631 Tilly was decisively defeated by
Gustavus at Breitenfeld. As a result the Catholic
armies were driven out of North Germany, and that
region rendered safe for Protestantism.
A few months, however, before this cardinal battle
had been fought, an event had occurred in that
Northern Germany which typified the horrors of
this suicidal civil war, namely, the sack of Magde-
burg. Magdeburg was a mediaeval archbishopric of
which the Lutheran Elector of Brandenburg had
become administrator. It was one of those the return
of which had been ordered by the Edict of Restitu-
tion in 1629, and the archbishop appointed to receive
it was none other than a son of the Emperor himself.
The inhabitants, however, strongly Protestant, re-
fused to admit the Catholics, and so Tilly was sent
to capture the city. After a few weeks' siege his
men took it by storm. Let the rest be told in the
words of a German historian:
Here unfolded a scene of horrors for which history
has no language.    Neither innocent childhood nor
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